
criminality per se cannot be inherited, and it is hardly justi¬
fiable to use mutilation as a form of punishment ; but it' is
legitimate to impose sterilization when an individual has an
unquestionably hereditary trait which is dangerous to society.
Most of the legislation on the subject in this country violates
this scientific principle and according to the author should
be revised. Especially interesting sections of the book con¬
cern evolutive crime and democracy, and the prevention of
crime.

Lessons from the Enemy. How Germany Cares for Her War Dis-
abled. By John R. McDill, M.D., F.A.C.S., Major, Medical Reserve
Corps, U. S. Army. Medical War Manual No. 5. Authorized by the
Secretary of War and under the Supervision of the Surgeon-General
and the Council of National Defense. Leather. Price, $1.50. Pp. 262,
with 145 illustrations. Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger, 1918.

Dr. John R. McDill arrived in Germany, June 17, 1916, as
director of a unit sent to the Central Powers by the American
Physicians' Expeditions Committee of New York, and was
assigned first to Coblenz on the Rhine, and after one month
to Fortress Graudenz in the East. After his arrival he
obtained permission from the German military authorities to
study their methods for publication in the United States. The
results of these studies are embodied in this book. In the
foreword the author says, "All through this narrative stands
out the fact that preparation for war has been going on in
Germany for many years not only by the army, but by
numerous civil organizations preparing to lend essential assis-
tance when a state of war occurred." The book covers the
whole aspect of the medical service of Germany in the war,
with chapters on the German medical military organization,
administrative methods of the sanitary service and the base
hospitals, covering volunteer nursing and welfare work, and
coming finally to rehabilitation and reeducation, national and
communal war relief work and social service. All of the
illustrations are clear and instructive. The following sen¬
tence from the foreword is especially interesting:
The common people of Germany at least, although still physically fit,

are suffering from a hopeless malady "Friedensehnsucht," or longing
for peace; but as time passes and their rulers demand more and yet
more sacrifices and their hope is dashed as soon as it is born, their
condition is so desperate that they are benumbed and are finding out
that it is not so hard to die after one gets used to it.

A Systematic Course of Qualitative Chemical Analysis of Inor-
ganic and Organic Substance. With explanatory notes. By Henry
W. Schimpf, Ph.G., M.D., Professor of Analytical Chemistry in the
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. Third Edition. Cloth. Price, $1.50.
Pp. 187. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1917.

Any one who owns a previous edition of this book will gain
little additional information from the later "revised" edition,
which still contains much matter that is decidedly out of date.
The student using this textbook alone would have no concep-
tion of the important subject of ionization. In fact, there is
reflected a lack of knowledge on this phase\p=m-\orcarelessness\x=req-\
for otherwise it would be difficult to conceive why such mis-
takes should be made as that ammonium chlorid added to a
solution of ammonium hydroxid and magnesium chlorid form
the double salt MgCl2.2NH4Cl (p. 59) ; or that manganese
forms a soluble hydroxid, soluble in an excess of NH4OH
(p. 59) ; or that silver chlorid and ammonium hydroxid form
argentic amin (p. 30). The book abounds in chemical equa-
tions, but they are for the most part misleading in that they
infer that the reactions occur as they are given on paper,
when as a matter of fact, they do not; some of the mistakes
are beyond presumptional explanation.
Medical Service at the Front. By Lieut.-Col. John McCombe,

C. A. M. C., and Capt. A. F. Menzies, M. C., C. A. M. C. Leather.
Price, $1.25. Pp. 128, with illustrations. Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger,
1918.
This book is an outline of the Canadian methods of organi-

zation and administration in the war. The several chapters
concern a division in the front line, the regimental medical
officer, four chapters on the work of the field ambulance, the
assistant director of the medical services, the corps, medical
arrangements for cavalry, and the casualty clearing station.
Surgeon-General J. F. Fotheringham of Canada vouches for
the accuracy of the book. It is quite brief, its contents corre-

sponding to about thirty-two pages of The Journal, about
one fifth of that space occupied by the diagrams.

Medicolegal
Validity of Agreement Not to Practice in a

Certain Locality
(Scott v. Asbury (Mo.), 198 S. W. R. 1131)

The Kansas City (Mo.) Court of Appeals affirms a judg¬
ment in favor of the plaintiff in this suit to enjoin the defen¬
dant from practicing the profession of medicine and surgery
within the territory covered by a circle having a radius of
10 miles with a certain place as its center, in violation of his
executed oral contract with the plaintiff. The court says
that the defendant was practicing in said place and vicinity,
and lived in a residence the title to which was in his wife.
Desiring to leave there and remove to the South, he adver¬
tised for sale his home and practice, in response to which the
plaintiff went there. Negotiations were entered into between
them. The defendant promised that if the plaintiff would
become the purchaser of the home at $3,500, he would turn
over his medical practice to him and leave there, and would
not thereafter resume practice within 10 miles thereof. This
offer was accepted and complied with on the plaintiff's part.
A deed was executed by the defendant and his wife to the
plaintiff conveying the home to the latter, possession was
turned over to him, and the defendant publicly installed him
as his successor in the practice of medicine and then removed
to Louisiana. The deed to the home was a straight-out con¬
veyance thereof for a recited consideration of $3,500, and said
nothing about any agreement in reference to. the medical
practice. Before the deed was prepared, the plaintiff sug¬
gested that their contract be put in writing; but, on being
assured that it was not necessary, as the defendant was going
to Louisiana at once, the plaintiff did not further insist on
the reduction of their contract to writing. But in a few
months the defendant returned to his former home town »pd
began practicing there.
The defendant's first contention was that there was no

consideration for that part of the agreement relating to his
further practicing at said place, but clearly this was not
tenable, since the refraining by him from further practice
there was one of the effective inducements offered to the
plaintiff to become the purchaser of the home, and was a part
of the consideration for that purchase.
The defendant's other contention was that, when the deed

to the home was executed, the prior oral agreement, with all
of its terms and provisions, became merged into the con¬
veyance, and rendered inadmissible oral proof of the terms
of the contract between the parties. But the rule referred
to had no application to the facts of this case. The original
contract between the parties was oral and entire, and the
execution of the deed was not a reduction of the contract
to writing, but was done only in order to perform a part of
the contract, namely, to pass the title to the house over to
the plaintiff. The deed recited nothing in relation to the
agreement concerning the medical practice, nor did it contain
anything to show that the contract between the parties was
therein sought or intended to be reduced to writing. Nor
were the other terms of the contract of a nature sufficiently
related to the subject-matter of a conveyance of real estate
to require their inclusion in the deed as one of the necessary
elements thereof or to make the terms of the contract inher¬
ently in conflict with the terms of the deed. Hence the oral
proof of the contract and of its terms in no way tended to
vary, add to or contradict the deed. The court did not err
in admitting evidence of the contract between the parties.

Bases for Recovery of Compensation
(Succession of Pons (La.), 77 So. R. 515)

The Supreme Court of Louisiana says that an attorney
named Fourchy and his associates engaged the services of
physicians named O'Hara, Pothier and Mioton as expert
alienists, to aid them in their defense of a suit then pending,
under a written contract reading, as to the terms, as follows:
"In consideration of said employment, said Fourchy, agent

and attorney in fact, agrees to pay to said O'Hara, Pothier
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